GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES

A subject that makes you THINK!
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We study GCSE Religious Studies because:

1) We live in a diverse society: understanding
religious beliefs, ideas and outlooks, means
we can understand the world in which we live.

2) Skills: RS develops
« communication skills
- evaluation skills
* research skills
* using evidence / logical thinking
» empathy

3) It is a subject which asks the 'Big Questions’ in life.




Year 10 - Beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity
and three thematic studies:

Relationships and families
Sex, marriage and divorce
Families and gender equality

Religion and life
The origins and value of the universe
Abortion, euthanasia and animal testing

Religion, peace and conflict
Religion, violence, terrorism and war
Influences of religion and belief on war and
peace in 21st century




Year 11
Beliefs, teachings and practices of Islam

and one thematic studies

Religion, crime and the causes of crime
Corporal punishment and death penalty.
Forgiveness; reasons for crime

Religion and punishment




Assessment

GCSE Religious Studies
is assessed only by exam
- there is no coursework.

There are two exams at the
end of Year 11. Each is 1 hour

and 45 minutes long.

You should answer questions from tour themes.

Theme A: relationships and families

. [ 1] Which one of the following best expresses the religious view that one purpose of
marriage is to have children?

[1 mark]
A Procreation.
B Contraception.
C Stability.
D Polygamy.
. [2] Give two religious beliefs about the nature of the family.
[2 marks]

. 3] Explain two contrasting beliefs in contemporary British society about the use of
artificial contraception within marriage.

In your answer you should refer to the main religious tradition of Great Britain and
one or more other religious traditions.
[4 marks]
. E Explain two religious beliefs about the role of parents in a religious family.

Refer to sacred writings or another source of religious belief and teaching in your

answer.
[5 marks]
. [ 5] ‘Divorce is never right.

Evaluate this statement.
In your answer you:
» should give reasoned arguments in support of this statement
+ should give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view
» should refer to religious arguments
» may refer to non-religious arguments
+ should reach a justified conclusion.

[12 marks]

[+ 3 SPaG marks]




Some of the careers Religious Studies is useful for:

Law
Metropolitan Police Recruitment Officer:

Police ) |
It shows that a person has some understanding

Army of the beliefs and values of others.”

Medicine D») Cardiologist: "When you work in a hospital,
Business you come across quite a lot of people from

. varying backgrounds. Studying RS prepared
Media me for this."

Other humanities subjects (eg psychology / sociology / politics)

(Former GCSE RS students are studying these subjects at top universities eg
Cambridge, UCL, St. George's Medical School, Cardiff Medical School,
Nottingham, Brunel)
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